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No one guessed our Mystery Person for March– It was Linda Gutshall! 

Thank you to Charles Woodard for this photo! Please send us a picture for next month’s newsletter!  
Email pictures to bhumchurch@comcast.net or drop photos off at the church office.  

MYSTERY PERSON! 
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Christ is Risen!  Where do we find him?   
 

We meet Jesus in different ways and under different circumstances, but encountering Christ means we can no 
longer ignore His presence in our lives.   
 

When we encounter Christ and experience the presence of our Savior our lives are changed.   
 

What does it mean to encounter our Risen Savior?  
 

It means that we can know Jesus Christ.  We can have a relationship with Jesus.  Encountering Christ means we 
can have a genuine, authentic, completely real- holding nothing back relationship with Jesus, one where we trust, 
obey, depend, serve, and share His love and presence.  Encountering Christ does not mean we knew him once, or 
prayed a prayer and “got saved” because encountering the Living, Risen, Christ means we are being saved!  We 
know Christ shows up and continues to show up when we expect and when we least expect.  Encountering Christ 
means Jesus our Savior is not at our beck and call, but that we are called and sent by Him who has lived, died, and 
risen for us!   
 

What does it mean for us to be a church where people can encounter Christ? 
 

It means that every Sunday morning when we worship, when the story of our Lord and Savior is prayed, sung, 
heard, when the Gospel is preached--- “the kingdom of God has come near, death’s grip on the world is broken--- 
and it’s Easter all over again!”i   
 

Encountering Christ cannot be manufactured.   
 

The right prayers, the powerful music, the perfect sermon does not make it happen.  We do not create moments to 
say, “Okay, Jesus- now we’re ready.”  Jesus shows up- often announced, often unexpected.  Even so, our Worship 
Team of musicians, singers, ushers, lay readers, communion servers, bread bakers, acolytes, and everyone involved 
in worship do all they can to prepare to bring forth excellent worship that will glorify God! Worship is our time to 
praise and glorify God.  Worship is not a consumer experience to come and exchange an hour of time to  
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receive a holy moment.  As we prepare for worship each week, we expect that Jesus will show up!  I expect to 
be moved by the Spirit! God is going to wash over me, make me new, and renew me!  We will encounter 
Christ; we can in fact walk with Him in a journey where we know He is alive in every part of our lives!   

But How?  How do we do this thing called Encountering Christ?  How do you encounter Christ if you don’t 
manufacture it?   
 

There are so many things in our lives that we know how to create.  We make just the right moment.  We do 
just the right things in the right order so that we can get the desired outcome.  
 

To encounter Christ we show up in the places we know Jesus is going to be. We know these places to be the 
means of grace.  Means of grace include works of piety where we experience Christ in our spiritual forma-
tion through worship, sacraments, prayer, bible study.  We also know that we encounter Christ through  
works of mercy and justice as we visit the sick and those in prison, serve with and for the poor, as we seek 
and work for justice.  We can count on Jesus to show up in these places.  We can come to them and say, 
“Jesus, I know you are here.  I’m showing up to so we can be together and so I can serve you.”   
 

There are other times when we live in an Easter Hope of knowing Christ is Risen and living in the faithful 
hope and trust that He is indeed with us, leading us, and that we are encountering Him in the midst of it 
all.  Thomas Merton brings this together in his beautiful prayer:  
 

“My Lord God, I have no idea where I am going. I do not see the road ahead of me. I cannot know for cer-
tain where it will end. Nor do I really know myself, and the fact that I think that I am following your will 
does not mean that I am actually doing so. But I believe that the desire to please you does in fact please you. 
And I hope I have that desire in all that I am doing. I hope that I will never do anything apart from that de-
sire. And I know that if I do this you will lead me by the right road, though I may know nothing about it. 
Therefore will I trust you always, though I may seem to be lost and in the shadow of death. I will not fear, 
for you are ever with me, and you will never leave me to face my perils alone." 
 

Easter is Sunday morning!  Christ is Risen!  We walk in this Easter season for 50 days until Pentecost!  Let 
us journey in this Easter Season Encountering Christ!  
 

On Easter Sunday, April 5th we will encounter Christ “Behind the Stone.” And throughout the Easter Sea-
son we will encounter Christ behind locked doors, on the road, in the field, through vines and branches, in 
His greatest commandment, and in Jesus’s prayer for us.  Come!  Live as Easter People and Encounter our 
living Savior, Christ our Lord!   

In God’s Love,  

Pastor Beth 

_________________________ 
iWillimon, William, “Undone by Easter” Nashville.  Abingdon Press. 2009. P, 20. 



BHUMC – The below article gives an interesting perspective to how we may consider our individual approach to         
stewardship.  With ¼ of the year behind us and the excitement of spring ahead of us – why not think about the below and 
how your stewardship relates to “the mind knows not what the tongue wants”.  Enjoy the article and happy gifts and giv-
ing. – Dave Steinbraker, Stewardship Team  

5 Questions that Inform Full-Life Generosity 

By: GenerousChurch  |  February 25, 2015  
 

“The mind know not what the tongue wants.” 
 

Chances are pretty high that when you read that sentence – and then re-read that sentence – you think it’s 
somewhat off-center.  But, it’s actually a powerful statement used by Malcolm Gladwell in a TED talk to ex-
plain why we have so many varieties of food items available today.  In other words, Gladwell uses the science 
of food marketing to demonstrate that many times we do not even realize what we actually want.  We need 
help thinking through and articulating the things that we truly desire. 
 

Unfortunately, when we don’t have other people challenging our food habits, we typically choose what we’ve 
always chosen and often miss out on the things that we actually desire most. 
 

For instance, ten years ago, many people did not care about – and may not have heard of – organic food.  It 
wasn’t on the radar.  But today, organic food sales account for over 4% of the total food sales in the U.S. to-
day (which equals approximately 34 billion dollars in organic food sales – a 300% increase in the last decade).  
We didn’t know that we wanted “organic” until it was presented as food that is potentially healthier for us 
and also better for the environment. 
 

Now when we want to craft a Nutri-Bullet smoothie, we choose things like organic kale or spinach.  In that 
way, the food industry helps identify the items we really want by giving us choices. 
 

We have seen that this principal is true when we are taking (or consuming foods), but what if it is also true 
when it comes to our giving?  What if we could ask a few simple questions to stimulate variety and deeper joy 
in our generosity?  If the giving and taking in our lives could be filtered through these 5 questions, would it 
make us more apt to give and more prone to enjoy giving? 
 

In other words, what if our current forms of generosity are like drinking Folgers coffee because we have not 
yet been introduced to Starbucks?  What if a few simple questions could help pinpoint the “generosity fla-
vors” that best fit our lives and church communities? 
 

Let’s give it a shot… 
 

1. Are you typically driven by FAITH or FEAR?  We have multiple opportunities each day to engage in full-
life generosity.  There’s a good chance that whether you are a stay-at-home mom or an in-the-office employee, 
you have regular opportunities to extend grace.  When that happens, are you driven by fear of enabling future 
bad behavior or faith in God’s ways?  When you have an opportunity to “love your (literal) neighbor” are you 
driven by faith or fear?  When someone at the grocery store drops a package, do you respond with faith (God 
wants me to help) or fear (I’ll feel silly and don’t want them to get the wrong impression)? 
 

If you are typically driven by fear, let me challenge you to look at a different selection on the menu.  At your 
next opportunity, ask God to guide you and then act in faith.  Responding in faith may become a flavor that 
you cherish. 

Stewardship 

Continued on the next page 
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2. Do you usually respond to people with LOVE or DISINTEREST?  At first glance that question may       
generate a Sunday School answer.  I’m a loving person…obviously.  But, push a little deeper with me.  When 
you notice a car that won’t crank in the crowded parking lot, do you react in love or relative disinterest?  When 
someone is trying to merge into your lane of traffic, do you respond in love or disinterest? 
 

How many generosity opportunities would we uncover if we simply filtered our actions through this one     
question?  Some people may discover that it is hard for them to show tangible expressions of love.  Others may 
say, “My marriage would be so much better if I genuinely asked this question of myself.” 
 

3. Do you live with an expectation of MANNA or a desire for MAMMON?  Simplicity is the heartbeat of 
some families and even some larger communities.  One former pastor started a simple blog on minimalism, 
which now has 200,000+ unique visitors each month.  Certainly there is a difference between minimalism and 
manna, but both of them start with the question of needs instead of wants. 
 

So, what about you, do you find pleasure in reducing your personal overhead and trusting in God’s provisions?  
Do you enjoy keeping your costs down so that you can give more away?  Or are you more typically driven by a 
desire for nice material possessions?  Test this area of your life and find out what brings you the deepest form of 
satisfaction.  It could end up making a huge difference in your day-to-day joy and in the way you interact with 
the Father. 
 

4. Do you think in terms of COMMUNITY or INDIVIDUAL?  When you go grocery shopping, who is on 
your mind and what is on your list?  When you make cookies, what is the driving motivation?  As you take your 
kids to school, do you ever consider picking up a few of their friends and giving their parents a day apart from 
school traffic? 
 

Some people find that expanding their expectations from “individual” to “community” makes life more enjoy-
able and generosity more realistic. 
 

5. Do you have a heart for JUSTICE or do you have a skeptical BIAS?  Some people find that the thing most 
frequently drives their generosity is having a heart for a particular cause.  Issues like clean water, human traffick-
ing, and rights for the oppressed give some people a deep sense of joining God among the vulnerable of the 
world.  They find that regular engagement in these issues help them imitate the ways of a God who calls Him-
self a “Father to the orphan and Husband to the widow.” 
 

Understandably, there are also people who are highly skeptical about engaging in these issues.  They wonder if 
their donations are being spent on actual human relief or simply on administering large organizations.  But, 
regardless of your natural bent, it may be worth your time to explore this question.  Not everyone has to cham-
pion a cause, but if you’ve never fought for the rights of others, you may find this to be the most stimulating 
type of generosity in your life. 
 

Each of these questions can help identify and inform your individual generosity mix.  So, let them hang in front 
of you for a few days.  Tape them on your mirror or place a copy of them on your desk.  And over the course of 
a week or two, let these questions direct your choices.  Let them inform the way you think.  Let them renew 
your mind so that you find your sweet spot in God’s incredible mission of generosity. 
 

Source:  
http://www.generouschurch.com/5-full-life-generosity-questions?
inf_contact_key=b99ab4893e5df6c474de828620947f0576ff301eb80db4e0a483dd40b8507e0c  

Continued from the previous page 
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April Meetings & Small Groups  
 

 Wednesday Morning Prayer Service every Wednesday at 7:00 am 
 Keenagers meet at noon at Howlett’s Tavern in the Chester Village Green on 

Wednesday, April 1.  Please note that on April 1 is the last 
Lenten devotion and luncheon and will be held at Howlett’s. 

 The Youth participate in the Good Friday Worship Service  

The Seven Last Words of Christ at 7pm on April 3. 
 UMYF will have a babysitting fundraiser on Saturday, April 11 5-10pm 

 Church Council will meet Tuesday, April 14 at 7:00 pm in the Grundy Parlor 
 Finance Committee will meet Tuesday, April 21 at 6:30 pm in the Grundy Parlor  

 Prayer Shawl Ministry meets Tuesday, April 14 at 1:00 pm at Peggy’s house 
 The UMW will meet at 7:00 pm on Monday, April 20 in the parlor 

 The Worship Team will meet Thursday, April 16 at 6:30 pm  
    (the adult choir will rehearse at 7:30 pm on Thursday, April 16) 

 The UMM will meet at 6:30 pm on Tuesday, April 21 at the River’s Bend Grill 
 The Gladys Toom Small Group will meet for bible study on Wednesday,  

April 22 at 2:00 pm in the Grundy Parlor 
 UMYF meet on Wednesday, April 22 and 29 from 6-7:30pm in the Fellowship Hall, 

there will be no meal, but a snack will be provided for the Youth. 
 

 

In late January we began a study called Christianity and World    
Religions by Adam Hamilton.  Much like our study Christianity's 
Family Tree, Hamilton respectfully and thoroughly explores topics 
that could bring much controversy.  We will thoroughly examine 
Hinduism, Buddhism, Islam, Judaism, and Christianity.  Join us 
in the Fellowship Hall during Sunday School (9:45-10:45am)! 

Visit our blog to stay updated on our studies:  
http://bhumcjustcoffee.blogspot.com 
 
NOTE: Just Coffee will NOT meet Easter Sunday, April 5th. 

Just Coffee 

http://bhumcjustcoffee.blogspot.com/
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United Methodist Women 

We want to thank everyone that made our Charter Night Dinner a special night.  A special thank you to Betty Forbes 
and Glenn Harrison for the decorations, and our cooks and for the men that were our servers.  We made $332.00 
from the Silent Auction. After expenses for the dinner we made $134.48  All of this money will go toward the     
Birthing Kits. 
 

We are still collecting Birthing Kits to send to Conference in June.  ALL OF THE PLASTIC BAGS HAVE BEEN 
DONATED.  Our greatest need is receiving blankets and hotel size bar soap. 
 

Our spring Yard Sale is April 25th from 8:00 am to noon.  We will set up on April 24th from 10:00 am to 6:00 pm.  
Please start saving SUMMER CLOTHES only, household items, NO TV's PLEASE, yard items, plants, toys, books  
& etc..  Remember one persons junk is another's treasure. 
 

The Youth will have a lemonade stand to give lemonade to shoppers as they leave the Yard Sale.  We will give 
$100.00 from our Yard Sale proceeds to the Bishop's request for each church to have a lemonade stand that day for 
funds to go to Imagine No Malaria. 
 

Our UMW meeting is Monday April 20 at 7:00 pm in the Grundy Parlor.  We will have a speaker from the James 
House in Hopewell.  We will also be assembling some Birthing Kits.  Child care will be provided by 2 youth to help 
fund their Mission Trip. 
 

-Doris Morefield, UMW President 

 

The UMW have decided to do the Birthing Kits as part of our mission work this year.  The materials needed to create 
the kits are: 
 

-One hotel‐size piece of soap –to clean the birth attendants hands both before delivery and prior to cutting the um-
bilical cord, and to clean the mother’ perineum. Soap enhances clean practices by motivating hand washing 
 

-One pair of clean latex gloves – to reduce disease transmission 
 

-One square yard of clear 4 mil plastic sheeting – to provide a clean surface to deliver the baby on 
 

-Three pieces of clean string each 12 inches long – the third piece is extra in case the TBA drops one 
 

-One clean single use razor blade – essential for clean cutting of the cord. Carefully wrap the razor blade in paper 
and/or plastic to protect it from moisture, or from causing injury  
 

-Two flannelette receiving blankets each 1 yd use pinking shears to prevent fraying – one to dry and stimulate the 
baby, and one to swaddle the baby – even in hot climates babies quickly lose body heat 
 

-We have enough plastic bags! The one gallon zip lock bag are used to package the kit and to be used to hold the  
placenta ready for safe disposal 
 

We are planning on making 314 kits for the conference in June.  Please start looking for supplies/items for the kits.  
If anyone has questions or can help getting donated items, please call Kelly Manor at 804-350-6420.  

Birthing Kits 
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The Prayer Shawl Ministry will 
meet on Tuesday, April 14th  

from 1:00 to 3:00 pm 
at Peggy Proper’s home. 
See Lilly Enz for more  

information! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2 Brenton Lythgoe 

3 Helen Collie 

4 Earl Hogarth 

5         Emma Dunford, Landon Dunford, Allison Beaudoin 

 

7 Ann McNinch 

8 Sid Harrison III, Ruby Ramirez 

10 Betty Mayes 

11 Alexander Wilts 

13  Jerry Gutshall 

14 Ron Carpenter 

15 Donna Nunery 

17 Jason Beaudoin 

18 Christy Linkous Phillips, Marcie Callahan 

19 Sandy Forbes, Amanda Winn, Jerry Skaggs 

21 Doris Morefield, Stacie Snyder, Brian Rogers, Jr. 

22 Jean Ferrell 

23 Binford Sloan IV 

25 Lisa Peters 

26 Debbie Winn, Doris Linkous, Ruby Lee Jones 

28 Cindy Clark, Erin Gwinn, Edie Vadas 

29 Phyllis Carpenter, Stephanie Tarver 

Wednesday, April 15, 2015 
5:00 PM - 7:00 PM 

All you can eat catfish, hushpuppies,  
beans, cole slaw & drink 

Adults $11, Child $5, Family Maximum $25  
Tickets in advance or at the door! 

United Methodist Men 
 

The UMM invite you to our Fish Fry on April 15th. 
See the information above. The UMM meet every 
3rd Tuesday, usually at the River’s Bend Grill, at 
6:30 pm, for a meal, then a business meeting. All 
men are invited, and the first time you come, I will 
buy your dinner, so you have nothing to lose and 
new friends to gain. We hope you have a blessed 
Holy Week. 
 

Charles Woodard, UMM President 
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The Backpack program is going great! Thanks to everyone who is giving of their time and food donations! 

The food drive for Our Daily Food Pantry for February was successful in spite of the bad weather! We     
collected 168 food and toiletry items in just two weeks. Let’s please remember to continue to support this 
wonderful mission on a weekly basis. Unfortunately, hunger never stops! 
 

The children and their parents helped make over 100 Blessing Bags during the Easter Egg hunt this year!    
If you are not familiar with this wonderful mission project, the bags contain bars, Vienna sausages, peanut 
butter crackers, canned fruit and water. These bags are then given to people who may need something to   
eat and/or drink.  There are Blessing Bags located just outside the church 
office if you wish to participate.  It may be the only food that someone has 
to eat that day! 
 

We will be serving meals to the Petersburg community sometime in May.  
The information will be posted in the Sunday’s church bulletin.                  
So stay tuned! 
 

God Bless!  
Ann McNinch, Missions Chair 

Missions 

 

Spring Yard Sale 

Saturday, April 25 

8am to noon 

Fellowship Hall 

 

Donations taken and will be set up on Friday, April 24  

from 10am to 6pm in the Fellowship Hall. We will be receiving     
house wares, yard items, plants, books, Spring/Summer clothing only, 

as well as furniture (no TVs please). 

 

Bermuda Hundred United Methodist Church 

2025 Florence Avenue, Chester, VA 23836 

804-530-1391 

www.bermudahundredumc.com 

 One of the many blessings bags made during the Easter Egg Hunt. 



SERVANT 

 

APRIL 5 

EASTER 

SUNDAY 

 

   

 

APRIL 12 

  

 

 

 

APRIL 19 

 

 

 

APRIL 26 

 

8:30 am 

Usher/ 

Greeters 

6:30 am Easter 

Sonrise Service- 

Mindy Wilts 

 Neil & Ditty 

Mooney 
Deborah Shelton 

Elaine & Charlie  

Ruxton 

11:00 am 

Usher/ 

Greeters 

Ann & Owens 

McNinch 

Martha Meadows 

& Margaret Reynolds 

Betty & Sandy 

Forbes 
Youth 

Acolytes 
Kelsey Callahan & 

Caitlin LaRue 

Dylan Craddock  

& Tyler Woodell 

Jeremy Gutshall  

& Gracie Anderson 
Branwyn McCormick 

& Abby Mayes 

Lay Readers 
 6:30 am TBA 

10am Tyler Craddock 

 

8:30 am TBA 

11am Laurel Sage 

  

 

 8:30 am TBA 

11am Melissa  

Anderson 

  

  8:30 am TBA 

11am TBA 

 

Children’s 

Church  

 

Kevin Anderson, 

Kayla Stewart, 

& Aubrey Ward 

Volunteer Needed 
Jenna & Jessica 

Mathis 
Volunteer Needed 

UMYF Meals 

No Sunday  or 
Wednesday UMYF  

Babysitting on  

April 11 5-10pm 

Sunday UMYF  

6-8:00pm 

Meal Needed 

 Wednesday UMYF 
on April 22 
6-7:30pm 

Snack Needed 

Wednesday UMYF 
on April 29 
6-7:30pm 

Snack Needed 

Altar Guild for April:   Cheryl & Dickie Garrett & Nancy Byrd 

If you cannot serve on your assigned Sunday, please call your contact as soon as possible: 

 8:30 AM Ushers/Greeters:  Mindy Wilts at 586-7195   

 11:00 AM Ushers/Greeters:  Sandy Forbes at 530-2055 

Acolytes:  Sheila LaRue at 454-1284  

Altar Guild:  Nancy Byrd at 530-5319  

 

April 2015 Sunday Servants   
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Bermuda Hundred UMC 

Holy Week Schedule 
 

 

Holy Thursday, April 2
 

7:00 PM Living Last Supper (Fellowship Hall) 
  

Good Friday, April 3
 

7:00 PM Seven Last Words of Jesus (Sanctuary) 
 

Easter Sunday, April5 

Sunrise Service 6:30 AM 

Breakfast 7:30-8:30 AM 

Worship Service 10:00 AM 

(There will be no Sunday School on Easter Sunday. 

There will be no Contemporary Worship Service  

on Easter Sunday. The Contemporary Worship Service will  

resume at 8:30 am on Sunday, April 12) 

 



 

 

 

Serve Stories: Saying Yes to Serving Christ 
 

During the season of Lent, we have discovered how the disciples were each called and how Jesus 
sent them forth to serve.  When Jesus called them, they said, “Yes!”  Peter, Andrew, James, and 
John did not stay in their boats fishing and Matthew did not stay in his office collecting taxes.  
Simon the Zealot did not stay part of a rebellious group, but joined instead with Jesus to change the 
world.    
 

How can saying, “Yes” to serve Christ change your life?  
 

There are many opportunities to serve.  When you say yes to serve you can change lives, warm 
hearts, make a difference, and you’ll often find that one of the lives that change may even be your 
own.  
 

Hear from others who have said yes to serving.   
 

I asked Debbie Winn and Pat Crawley what serving meant to them.   
 

“In March I was asked if I would like to serve communion. At first, I was anxious and thought 
maybe I should let some else who was more familiar, serve the sacraments.  I thought about it for a 
few minutes and said, yes. I am so happy I did!  
 

What could be more meaningful than to serve Christ in that very special way? Everyday we're faced 
with questions. Saying yes to some of those questions can truly change your life.  
 

We are all God's people and if more of us say yes to proving our love for him then this world would 
a better place for all of us.”  --Debbie Winn 
 

What did serving communion mean to me? 
 

“Serving communion gave me a sense of gratitude. It was an honor to participate and administer 
the sacraments during the worship service.”  -Pat Crawley        

Continued on the next page 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Radical Hospitality 

Write notes to Visitors and Members  

Call/ Make Visits  

Help with Potlucks 

Change the Church Sign 
 

Passionate Worship 

Serve as a Lay Reader 

Usher 

Acolyte  

Be a Communion Bread Baker 

Be a Communion Server 

Sing in the Choir 

Volunteer with Children’s Church  

Serve in the Nursery  
 

Intentional Faith Development 

Youth Group Helper– Wednesdays and Sundays 

Bring Youth Group Snacks 

Confirmation Mentor  

Lead a Small Group 

Participate in a Small Group 

Teach Sunday School  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Risk Taking Mission  

Bring Food for the Backpack Ministry 

Serve on Mondays preparing Backpacks 

Volunteer at Our Daily Bread Food Pantry 

Volunteer when we Feed the Homeless in        

Petersburg 

Tutor at Greenleigh Learning Cottage 

Help in the Community Garden  
 

Extravagant Generosity   

Tithe (Giving 10% of your Income) 

Work towards a tithe by giving proportionally  

Volunteer to serve as part of a Counter Team  

Give of yourself- your time and talent 

 

 

Continued from the previous page 



 

 

The Power of Passionate Worship  
 

There are so many ways attending BHUMC has enriched my life.  New friends, deeper and stronger 
faith, a sense of belonging to a group of people who care about me, and more of a focus on the people 
and community around me and less focus on myself.  
 

The ways worship has changed me are countless, and I am thankful. 
 

Because I attend BHUMC I now step outside my comfort zone to help others. 
 

Can you believe until a week ago I had never, ever prayed out loud with another person in my 41 years of 
life?  It's true.  Well, we say the rehearsed blessing at dinner "God is Great.  God is Good.  Let us thank 
Him for this food..." and one time I tried to say my own blessing before Thanksgiving dinner with my 
parents and my family, but half way through I had to stop because I started crying....  I was a mess.  So 
believe me when I say unrehearsed spoken prayer has never come easy to me.  BUT GUESS WHAT???  
Last week I prayed out loud for and with a woman who I had only met one time!  Virginia and I  
happened to sit beside her at a middle school play.  She was sweet, and we talked a little before and after 
the performance.  She gave me her number, and I was to contact her later in the week about purchasing 
chocolates for an upcoming baby shower.  A few days later I texted her to make sure I had her correct 
email address.  Instead of replying to my text she called me back, and she was crying.  She was very upset 
because her nephew had passed away the day before.  She told me about all of the other loved ones she 
had lost recently: her husband, mother, and brother. We talked for a while.  Her pain was real and raw 
and it made me ache for her.  I asked her if she would like me to pray for her.  She said it would be 
"wonderful."  So I did pray for her on the phone.  She was unaware, but she was the first person to ever 
hear me say an unrehearsed prayer out loud.  After the prayer she thanked me and said “God sat the two 
of us next to each other at the middle school that night because He knew I would be just the thing she 
would need.”  This woman's name is Bunny.  I know Bunny would love to have as many folks praying for 
her as possible.  Would you please pray for her, too?  
 
Before I attended BHUMC I would have never been able to do this. I stepped out of my comfort zone, 
and I stepped out in my faith and I was able to help her.  Bermuda Hundred has changed my life because 
it has allowed me to take chances similar to this that have helped others. 
 

Because I attend BHUMC I am a purposeful observer, and I notice things I would have never  noticed 
before. 
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Do you ever have seemingly average, normal moments in your life that turn out to be memorable and ex-
traordinary?  I do.  One of those moments happened recently on a Sunday.  A Sunday morning when, if I 
am being honest, I was thinking about staying in bed and not going to church.  But I didn't stay in bed.  I 
got up and went to church. I attended the 8:30 service, and I was so overwhelmed with the words of Pas-
tor Beth's sermon, John's words, and with communion.  These words, John's words, have really stuck with 
me....."Little children, love one another!"  "It is the Lord's command."  "And if this alone be done, it is 
enough!"  I love this! 
 
For me so many things in the Bible are difficult to understand or things written in the time of the Bible 
are hard to know how to live out in today's world.  But John's words are so plain.  So simple.  So direct.  
So profound.  If followed they could be life and world changing.   The words have really stuck with me 
and I have found them replaying over and over in my mind.  I have purposefully thought about the words 
and replayed them over, but then other times I find them replaying even when that was not my intention.  
I love that!  I know God has put these words in my thoughts when I have not. 
 

Also, communion felt especially powerful.  I am usually in the back of the sanctuary during communion.  
I usually only see people walking on their way to receive communion and people walking back to their 
pew.  I was on the front row on this ordinary turned extraordinary Sunday.  I watched the people carefully 
as they walked up to meet Pastor Beth and as they took their bread.   I watched her speak to every single 
person.  I watched and studied every person.  Every broken, imperfect, selfish, loving, faith building, and 
God seeking person. I watched them/us all.   I purposefully continued to watch- even when it felt like I 
should look away because it felt as though what I was watching was too much of a personal experience for 
my eyes to witness.  But I watched anyway, and I am glad I did.  Every single person was so different.  
From so many different social groups, different walks of life, different lifestyles, different socio-economic 
classes, different stages in their life, different stages in their faith, differently dressed, different education 
levels.....  the list could go on forever.  I am sure I could make a longer list of the ways we are different 
than they ways we are alike.  But we are all alike in our faith.  We all are wanting to know more and we 
are all wanting to be more able to follow the Lord's command and His teachings.  How awesome is it that 
among all of our differences we can all be brought together to be alike, as Christians? It was beautiful.  I 
am so happy I didn't stay in bed on that Sunday.  I would have missed so much.  I loved being there with 
everyone. I loved learning.  

I love being a member of our church. I am happy to meet new and different people through worship.  It 
feels good to know we support one another.  I like the way it feels when I feel my faith growing and      
becoming stronger.  Recently I have said one prayer out loud which is an awesome accomplishment for 
me.  I know I won't wait another 41 years to do it again.  
  

What have you done recently because of your faith or because of your              
relationship with God that has excited you or that has benefitted someone else?  
Look for ways to do more of those exciting things and then tell someone about  
it!  People love hearing these kinds of things and are often times inspired to do 
more of the same.  
  

I hope you are both inspiring and inspired this week! 
 

By Pam Winn 
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UMYF News 
March was riddled with snow days and rescheduling, but our youth still managed to serve 
God and have some fun doing it.  Together, with some adult volunteers, we stuffed right 
around 1,500 eggs for the Easter Egg Hunt!  I love watching our youth work together with 
other members in the church to accomplish large goals like this one.  Our main event, as 
many of you know, was the Spaghetti Dinner fundraiser!  It warmed my heart to see the 
UMM, UMW, and so many others come together and not only raise money to help make 
it possible for the youth to go on a mission trip this summer, but really reach out to the 
community.  A special thanks to Charles Woodward for helping me coordinate every-
thing!  
 

Please don’t miss the Good Friday service on April 3rd.  I had the privilege of being at  
rehearsal and there are no words to describe the passion and sovereignty our youth have 
for this service.  I won’t spoil it for you, but they had to write their own mediation, it is 
amazing! 
 

We will also have another Parent’s Night Out babysitting fundraiser on April 11th from   
5-10pm.  The last one was such a success that we have to do it again! 

Children’s Ministry News 
Eggs, eggs, everywhere!  The Easter Egg Hunt was an amazing time for our children and 
other children in our community.  A special thanks to Tabitha Strickler for organizing          
everything and to everyone who helped out!  Our first “First Felt Sunday” during      
Children’s Church was a success!  The children love to hear a short story and then create 
the scene with all the felt pieces.  Because of First Felt Sunday falling on Easter this year, 
we will be creating the Resurrection scene.  I will be sure to take a picture so everyone can 
see the creativity these wonderful children show in the name of Jesus! 
 
Thank you to everyone who has been volunteering for Children’s Church, your wisdom 
and patience is much appreciated!  I can see in my own children how much they enjoy 
that time.  And, I hate to sound like a broken record, but we can still use more volunteers 
for Children’s Church.  Our group is getting so big, dividing the younger and older    
children really does help for all of the children to learn at a more age appropriate level. 

 
Don’t forget to spread the word about  
Vacation Bible School June 22-26,  
it will be AWESOME! 
 
Laurel Sage,  
Director of Children and Youth  
Ministry 
 


